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The Massachusetts State Grange: Then and Now 

by Amber Vaill 

The National Grange was founded in 1867 
in the years following the Civil War at a 
time when forming fraternal organizations 
was very popular in the United States. 
Many fraternal organizations were founded 
in the late 19th century; however, many did 
not survive for very long. At that time, 
these organizations provided people with 
community and camaraderie. The Grange 
was formed by those seeking to provide 
fellowship and mutual support for farmers 
and rural Americans, many of whom lived 
many miles from their nearest neighbor 
and found the ability to socialize with    
others very limited. In those days, the 
Grange also worked to provide financial 
security for farmers by fighting railroad 

monopolies and forming cooperative stores 
to help farmers secure goods at lower   
prices.  

Today’s Grange is not simply made up of 
farmers, but also of those concerned about 
issues relating to rural America and        
supporting their communities. Grange   
programs and activities provide               
opportunities for families to work on    
community projects, develop their          
leadership skills, and make a difference. 
Children as young as five can join the 
Grange, and full voting membership in 
Community Granges begins at age 14. 
Granges in Massachusetts currently        
participate in programs including donating 
to local food banks, preparing care        
packages for troops overseas, donating 
dictionaries to local elementary school  
students, supporting foster care programs 
across the state, and providing scholarships 
to individuals seeking college degrees.  

Today’s Granges in Massachusetts are   
focused on community service and, in   
sticking to their roots, are engaged in 
efforts to promote agricultural education. 
Through the Grange Roots initiative,  
Granges across Massachusetts are          
supporting programs such as Mass Ag in the 
Classroom, 4H, FFA, and the University of 
Massachusetts’ Agriculture Learning Center 
and Summer Scholars programs. Local 
Granges are holding gardening workshops  

and agricultural fairs, supporting school 
gardens, and forming community gardens 
and farmers’ markets. The Grange provides 
opportunities for those interested in      
agricultural education to get involved in 
their communities and make a difference. 
For more information about the programs 
of the Massachusetts State Grange and to 
find a Grange in your community, visit 
www.massgrange.org.  

Grange Booth in Bradford, MA. Photo by The MA State 

MAC is extremely grateful to 

the Massachusetts State 

Grange Roots Initiative for 

their support of our              

programs! 

www.massgrange.org 

Don’t miss MAC’s new Growing 

Guides featuring: 

 Chickens 

 Grains 

 Berries 
 

http://www.aginclassroom.org/ 

P and H in the Grange logo refer to the ‘Order of Patrons of Husbandry’ 
Guiding Star Grange Hall, Greenfield, MA. Photo by The MA State Grange. 

http://www.massgrange.org
http://www.aginclassroom.org/


 

 
Grange Halls 
Husbandry 
Community  
Homesteading 
Arbor Day 
Grassroots 
Chickadee 
American Elm Tree 

Grange Fairs 
Oliver Hudson Kelley 
Home Economics 
Gardening 
Canning  
Seed Saving 
Bee Keeping 
Agriculture 

Junior Granger Garden Projects Cultivate Knowledge About 
Growing Food and Community Building  

by Tricia Morena 

The Junior Grange, an important component of the Massachusetts State 
Grange, provides an opportunity for children ages 5-14 to develop self-
confidence, leadership, and responsibility, while learning about, and     
Improving their communities. 

The North Orange Junior Grange turned an idea into reality when they 
created a community garden, which they built, planted, and now maintain 
and harvest. 

The project found an abundance of support and collaboration from the 
community, including an Agricultural Education Grant from the            
Massachusetts State Grange, and help from the North Orange Grange. 
Some local businesses donated or discounted supplies; others shared their 
invaluable knowledge with the Junior Grangers. The Community Church of 
North Orange and Tully, where the group conducts their meetings, was a 
groundbreaking contributor, offering to house the garden on their      
property. 

The Junior Grangers worked and learned together, as two four-foot by 
eight-foot garden beds were assembled on May 28th. The beds were   
planted on June 10th and June 18th, with a variety of vegetables and herbs. 
The Grangers are taking turns watering, weeding, and harvesting the two 
beds.  

The North Orange Junior Grange project showed the Junior Grangers how 
to grow and care for their own food, and how much work goes into the 
process, giving them a new perspective on the world of agriculture.  

For more information and photos, visit The North Orange Juniors          
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/492226897467876/  

The North Orange Grange Facebook "business" page: https://
m.facebook.com/northorangegrange/ 

The Dartmouth Junior Grange decided that building a shared garden in 
their community was a perfect venture to realize the goal of their group: 
to focus on local agriculture, community service, and leadership. 

Alderbrook Farm, in Dartmouth, MA, took the lead in supporting the Jun-
ior Grange by sharing their expertise and dedicating a plot of land on their 
property for the garden. Many other local businesses contributed to the 
garden, showing their support by sharing information and resources.  

 

North Orange Junior Grange. Photo by Jessica Gale-Tanner 

The Dartmouth Junior Grange planted the garden with    
vegetables, flowers, and fruit. Some of the harvest is       
enjoyed by the Junior Grange members, and some sold to 
Alderbrook Farm. 

The Junior Grange decided to extend their reach, offering a 
portion of the harvest to local non-profit organizations and 
to serve community needs. 

The rewards from the project are abundant. The Junior 
Grange gained insight into the importance of local food, 
how to create and tend a garden, and how local food is  
handled and marketed.  

For more information and photos, visit on The Dartmouth 
Junior Grange website:  

http://dartmouthjuniorgrange.weebly.com 

North Orange Junior Grange. Phot by Jessica Gale-Tanner 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/492226897467876/
https://m.facebook.com/northorangegrange/
https://m.facebook.com/northorangegrange/
http://dartmouthjuniorgrange.weebly.com


Congratulations to        
Harry Brandt! 

Harry Brandt of the Patrick E. Bowe School 
in Chicopee has been selected as the    
Massachusetts AgriScience Excellence 
Award recipient for 2016.  This award is 
sponsored by the Massachusetts Trustees 
of the Eastern States Exposition and      
presented by Massachusetts Agriculture in 
the Classroom. 

In the five years that Harry has been      

involved with the garden at his school, it 

has grown considerably and become a 

model for other Chicopee schools. The  

student gardening experience includes  

lesson correlations and workshops in the 

garden.  

A student-run garden club manages the 

garden and shares their harvest with the 

cafeteria, families, and the local food    

pantry.  As part of this sharing, the school 

garden is open to neighbors as a            

community garden during the summer 

months.   

Apply for a MAC Mini-Grant by September 20th! 

Each year MAC funds a number of agriculture-related project proposals from teachers, 
schools, and farms working with schools. Because we are a small, nonprofit           
organization, those projects that most closely fit our mission receive priority in the   
decision-making process.  
 
Grants are awarded three times a year. Deadlines are April 1, September 20 and   
November 1. 
  
Most awards are between $300 and $500. The maximum possible award is $1500. 
  
Since 1994, MAC has given more than $250,000 to nearly 300 projects planned and 

carried out by educators across the state. These have included reading programs  

focused on agricultural themes, projects that explore new technologies, writing and 

video projects, school-wide agricultural days trips to farms, purchase of books and 

classroom materials such as incubators to support agricultural lessons, and more. 

Visit: http://www.aginclassroom.org/guidelines or e-mail 

minigrants@aginclassroom.org for more info. 

 

Visit: www.massgrange.org to: 
 Learn more about the MA State Grange 

 Find a Grange 
 Read the latest MA State Grange news 

 See what’s happening in your area 
...and don’t miss the 2016 Rural Community Fair at the Grange Hall in                  
Dartmouth, MA on Saturday and Sunday, September 9th and 10th!! 

Mini Grant Highlight:                           
The Dexter-Southfield School  
Donald Thomas is a fourth grade teacher at 
Dexter Southfield School in Brookline. A  MAC 
conference inspired Don to start a garden for 
the school’s summer camp program. The      
mini-grant award his proposal received covered 
costs for basic supplies in the garden’s first 
year. A local farmer mentored Don. Don wrote:  

Our gardens turned out to be…[so successful]… 
that our Headmaster wants to me to expand and continue them next year. We are hoping to 
start the gardens in the springtime and  involve the students in both the spring and fall and 
the campers during the summer.  

The following year a second mini-grant award from MAC enabled the addition of eight more 
raised beds at the school. Every elementary student germinated a seed in a paper cup in the 
spring, then planted the seedling in his or her class’ garden bed. Campers tended the       
gardens over the summer and the harvest was served in the school cafeteria in the fall. 

Planting Chinese Long Beans turns into a math lesson at the 
Patrick E. Bowe School in Chicopee. Photo by Harry Brandt. 

Photo by Donald Thomas. 

http://www.aginclassroom.org/guidelines
mailto:minigrants@aginclassroom.org
http://www.massgrange.org


 

Happy 2016-2017 School year 

to you all!! 

Thank you for helping MAC to 

promote Agricultural Literacy 

among students across the 

Bay State! 

A Message from MAC President : Agricultural Education is the Reason We’ve Come Together!   

Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom (MAC) and the Massachusetts State Grange Agriculture Education Initiative     

initially explored a collaboration in the fall of 2014. Both organizations were looking for another group with a similar           

philosophy of agricultural education with whom to partner on occasional, specific projects. 

The Grange has a long history of supporting all kinds of agricultural innovations and legislative issues related to agriculture. 

The Grange Roots Agriculture Education Initiative, a more formal agricultural education subcommittee was in its early stages 

and the executive committee of the Mass State Grange sought ways to apply their knowledge in agricultural education and 

make connections with schools. Some Granges have past relationships with schools due to the “Words for Thirds” dictionary 

sponsorship program and some informal mentoring of school gardens but were looking to expand these connections. 

MAC has a successful Mini-Grant Program to schools, teacher workshops and conferences, a School Garden Mentoring      

program, and gardening materials and curricula. Our mission of instructing educators about agriculture in order to enrich 

their classrooms seemed like a good fit with the goals of the Grange Roots Agriculture Initiative. 

Members from the Executive Committees of both groups and a representative of the   

University of Massachusetts/Amherst met in the fall of 2014 to plan a collaborative      

project for the following year. We started with a presentation for adults about pollination 

and the need to protect our pollinators. These lectures were given at specific Grange halls 

across the state and attended by both Grange members and the general public. The initial 

offerings were so well received that in 2016, a second series on Basic Gardening Skills was 

prepared and offered to Granges across the state. The Mass State Grange, MAC, and a 

representative from UMass Amherst were listed as the producers of these series. Our 

groups were able to share our purpose and mission with new audiences at each meeting. 

Through the generosity of the Mass State Grange, MAC has been able to be more generous with mini-grants and to offer 

more workshops during our conferences. A Grange representative has also joined the MAC Board of Directors and Mini-Grant 

Committee. 

Both organizations are looking at ways to continue to work together in the future. Discussions are in progress about new    
ideas. Besides highlighting the Grange Roots Agriculture Education Initiative in this newsletter emailed to teachers, we are 
considering providing agricultural books to elementary grade schools, hosting an agricultural video contest for students, and 
encouraging mentors from both groups to volunteer at school gardens. This is a partnership that seems to have a great      
future, limited only by our ideas and imaginations!                                                        

By Bobbie Oles 

Have any questions or suggestions for 

MAC? 

E-mail us at: info@aginclassroom.org or 

call us at 508-443-1703 anytime! 

 
Don’t forget to               

on Facebook today! 
Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom  

MA Grange Pollinator Garden at UMASS, Amherst. 

Photo by Amber Vaill 

http://www.nationalgrange.org/burns-grange-hands-out-10000th-dictionary-in-words-for-thirds-program/
http://www.nationalgrange.org/burns-grange-hands-out-10000th-dictionary-in-words-for-thirds-program/

